
 

 

The Commission serves the Greater Wabash District by providing local,
regional, and comprehensive planning; facilitating knowledge enhancement;
securing and administering funds; and promoting cooperative solutions to

regional issues.

CEDS MEETING
Local Government and Community Leaders are invited to attend

Richland County: Tuesday, July 7th, 2:00 P.M. at Olney Public Library

Wanting to apply for a grant? Here are some tips!

1. Applications take time.... Prepare in advance
2. Make sure your SAM and GATA accounts are up-to-date.
3. Some grants require ordinances and policies, so be ready to put them in

place.
4. Choose projects that are consistent with local plans.
5. Do your research! Know your utility rates, assets, or anything that may

apply to the grant you are pursuing.
6. Documentation can be the difference between a successful and an

unsuccessful grant application. If you have line breaks, boil orders, citizen
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complaints, discolored water, low flow, ect. document that information. If
you see a problem, take a photo and save it for future grant applications.

WIOA Work Experience

Jessica Stephens is completing a work-based training at Greater Wabash
Regional Planning Commission. Jessica will attend the University of Southern
Indiana this fall. She is studying Business with a Minor in Public Relations and
in Music Vocal Performance.

The Workforce Experience training is funded through the Federal Workforce
Innovation and Opportunity Act. (WIOA). Her training program is a planned,
structured learning experience. GWRPC supports workforce development and
encourages knowledge enhancement for our working youth.

The business benefits by having the opportunity to influence the training of the
next generation of employees by offering hands on training in their business.
The WIOA program is the employer of record and therefore incurs all of the cost
including the wages, associated payroll taxes, worker’s compensation and
liability insurance for the participant and the business provides supervision and
the training.

For more information in GWRPC Region contact Southern 14 Workforce
Investment Board at 618-382-5024, boffice@so14lwib.com (Edwards, Wabash,
Wayne, White) or LWIA 23 at 217-342-2193 ext 2122 (Crawford, Lawrence,
Richland)

Revolving Loan Fund

RLF
Looking to open a business? GWRPC provides low interest loans to area
businesses to create or retain private sector jobs. Loans can be between
$10,000 and $300,000, with one job created per every $30,000 in loan funds.

mailto:boffice@so14lwib.com


Illinois Arts Council

The Illinois Arts Council is currently accepting applications for the Creative Projects
Grant (CPG). The goal of CPG is to provide up to $12,000 to support art projects for
Illinois artists, eligible not-for-profit organizations, municipal entities, or colleges and
universities. CPG projects must culminate with a public release or presentation of the
work accomplished during the grant period.

​Eligibility Requirements
All applicants must apply using a registered Salesforce account and include proof of
eligibility at the time of application.
Eligible Applicants:

Individual Artists and Arts Educators that are 21 years or older and have been
established as an Illinois resident for a minimum of 1-year. Individuals may not
be currently enrolled in a degree-obtaining program, including a college or
university in any undergraduate or graduate program. Ph.D. candidates need
to have completed their coursework by the application deadline to be eligible.
Registered 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Organizations in good standing with the
Office of the Illinois Secretary of State
Branches of Government Entities (e.g., Municipal, County, Libraries, Park
Districts, etc.)

USDA Rural Development
  



USDA Contacts:
Abby Bacon, Business Program Specialist 618-899-0562 abby.bacon@usda.gov
Sheila Maxey, Area Specialist 217-352-3536 ext 124 sheila.maxey@usda.com

(Crawford, Lawrence, Richland)
Marion Office (Edwards, Wabash, Wayne, White) 618-993-5396 ext 4

Pu ​blic Infrastructure

Community Development Block Grants

CDBG Project Requirements

1.    Meet Low or Moderate Income Requirements
2.    Document a threat to health or safety
3.    Have the proper permits. To have the proper permits, an engineer must be
hired, surveys must be completed, and permits must be submitted and
received.

In order to submit a CDBG application, the applicant must meet these criteria.
Illinois DCEO announced any application without proper permits will be thrown
out and deemed Do Not Fund. Additionally, DCEO has stated any audit-related
FEIN Lock between the grant application and grant award will cause an
automatic loss of an awarded CDBG project. Municipalities are strongly
encouraged to be in contact with their auditors to ensure audits are completed
locally and on GATA in a timely manner.

​We recommend planning for applications a year in advance to be sure they can
be completed and submitted on time.

​Contact Jeff Vaughan with questions about starting a CDBG application for this
year at jeff@gwrpc.com or call 618-445-3612.

Illinois DCEO Grant Opportunities

https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities.html


Open Space Lands Acquisition and Development

The application period for Open Space Lands Acquisition and Development
(OSLAD) grants opens July 1 thru September 30. The Open Space Lands
Acquisition and Development (OSLAD) Program is a state-financed grant
program that provides funding assistance to local government agencies for
acquisition and/or development of land for public parks and open space. 

OSLAD grants are available to units of local government that are authorized by
Illinois law to expend public funds for the acquisition and development of land
for public outdoor park, recreation, or conservation purposes. School districts
are not eligible.

Funding assistance up to 50% of approved project costs may be obtained, with
the exception of distressed communities. Development projects have a grant
ceiling of $600,000.

To learn more, visit their website!

https://dnr.illinois.gov/grants/openspacelandsaquisitiondevelopment-grant.html


IDOT Safe Routes to School 2025

Safe Routes to School
Safe Routes to School 2025 Grant Cycle will open August
1st thru October 13th, 2025. The program will fund
sidewalks and safety improvements for projects within 2
miles of a school. Awards range from $25,000 to
$250,000for infrastructure projects and $25,000 to
$100,000 for non-infrastructure projects includes education
and programming for schools looking to educate students
on pedestrian safety.

 

Current Projects
CDBG

Grayville Waterline Replacement
Olney Sanitary Sewer Relining
Geff Water System Improvements
Noble Sewer Treatment Plant

Rebuild Illinois
Olney Storm Sewer

FEMA
Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan

Energy Transition



White County

Upcoming Projects
DRA (White County Only)

Strategic Planning Program
States Economic Development Assistance Program (SEDAP)
Critical Infrastructure Fund (CIF)

Illinois Department of Transportation
Economic Development Program
Safe Routes to School

IDNR
OSLAD

DCEO
Community Development Block Grant
Energy Transition Grant

COPS
School Violence Prevention Program
COPS Hiring Program

Regional Safe Streets & Roads For All Fund (SS4A)
Phase I

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)

Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (SLFRF), a part of the
American Rescue Plan funds must by expended by September 30, 2026 for
Surface Transportation and Title I projects. For all other eligible uses, funds
must be expended by December 31, 2026.

Small Business Development Center

Michelle Brooks with SBDC will be at GWRPC the 4th Wednesday of the month
from 1:00-4:00pm. SBDC offers free business advice for entrepreneurs.

IECC SBDC

Notice!

Check your GATA accounts to make sure ICQ's are completed!
The GWRPC is open Monday through Friday, 7:00 to 4:30!
GWRPC will be closed July 4th for Independence Day!

https://iecc.edu/sbdc
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