
 
 

The Commission serves the Greater Wabash District by providing
local, regional, and comprehensive planning; facilitating knowledge
enhancement; securing and administering funds; and promoting

cooperative solutions to regional issues.

Revolving Loan Fund

Looking to open a business? GWRPC provides low interest loans to area
businesses to create or retain private sector jobs. Loans can be between
$10,000 and $300,000, with one job created per every $30,000 in loan funds. If
you are interested in applying, contact Angela Peyton.
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Wanting to apply for a grant? Here are some tips!

1. Applications take time.... Prepare in advance
2. Make sure your SAM and GATA accounts are up-to-date.
3. Some grants require ordinances and policies, so be ready to put them in

place.
4. Choose projects that are consistent with local plans.
5. Do your research! Know your utility rates, assets, or anything that may

apply to the grant you are pursuing.

Ameren Early Completion Bonus

Ameren is excited to announce the EARLY COMPLETION BONUS for
Business Program energy efficiency projects finished in Program Year 2025.
With this bonus, your facility can still receive up to 15% more incentive
dollars to use toward your energy efficiency projects.

How to Apply: Complete an energy efficiency project at your facility in 2025 and
receive incentive dollars. Submit applications to the Ameren Illinois Energy
Efficiency Program, the bonus will be calculated automatically without the need
for any additional paperwork.
 
For 15% Bonus Amount Complete by March 31, 2025
For 10% Bonus Amount Complete By June 30,2025
For 5% Bonus Amount Complete By Sept. 30, 2025
 



For more information: AmerenIllinoisSavings.com/ECB

ILETSB

Camera Reimbursement Grant

Illinois Law Enforcement Training
and Standards Board is offering
grants to reimburse law enforcement
agencies for previously purchased

https://amerenillinoissavings.com/business/ecb/


body and in-car cameras. Please
contact Taegan Garner for more
information or see the link below.

ILETSB Grants

 

FEMA Hazard Mitigation Planning

Hazard Mitigation County Links
(Crawford, Edwards, Lawrence, Wabash, and Wayne)
 
Crawford: https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/hazard-mit-plans-crawford.aspx
 
Edwards: https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/hazard-mit-plans-edwards.aspx
 
Lawrence: https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/hazard-mit-plans-lawrence.aspx
 
Wabash: https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/hazard-mit-plans-wabash.aspx
 
Wayne: https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/hazard-mit-plans-wayne.aspx

USDA

USDA Contacts

Former Area Coordinator, Abby Bacon, has transitioned to Business Programs
Specialist, and will review USDA Business Programs for the entire state. The
new Area Coordinator for Lawrence, Edwards, Wabash, Wayne, and Richland
Counties is listed below.

Area Coordinators for the Greater Wabash Region

Kelly Dauby (kelly.dauby@usda.gov )- White County
Brittney Lanham (brittney.lanham@usda.gov)- Lawrence, Edwards,
Wabash, Wayne, and Richland Counties
Sheila Maxey (sheila.maxey@usda.gov) - Crawford County

  
Department of Commerce and Economic

Opportunity

Community Development Block Grants
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CDBG Project Requirements

1.    Meet Low or Moderate Income Requirements
2.    Document a threat to health or safety
3.    Have the proper permits. To have the proper permits, an engineer must be
hired, surveys must be completed, and permits must be submitted and
received.

In order to submit a CDBG application, the applicant must meet these criteria.
In previous years, applications not including proper permits would lose points
but could still be selected for awards; earlier this year, however, Illinois DCEO
announced any application without proper permits moving forward will be
thrown out and deemed Do Not Fund. Additionally, DCEO has stated any audit-
related FEIN Lock between the grant application and grant award will cause an
automatic loss of an awarded CDBG project. Municipalities are strongly
encouraged to be in contact with their auditors to ensure audits are completed
locally and on GATA in a timely manner.

​We recommend planning for applications a year in advance to be sure they can
be completed and submitted on time. Contact Jeff Vaughan with questions
about starting a CDBG application for the coming year!

Illinois DCEO Grant Opportunities

Small Business Capital and Infrastructure Grant Program

DCEO is accepting applications for the Small Business Capital and
Infrastructure Grant Program. To apply, the business must be owned by
Socially Economically Disadvantaged Individuals (SEDI) with a maximum of 25
full-time permanent employees or be considered a Very Small Business with
fewer than 10 employees. See the link below for more information!

DCEO SBCIGP

Energy Transition Grant

The 2025 Energy Transition Community Grant Program is expected to open in
Quarter One 2025. Prairie Rivers Network will notify community leaders when
the grant opportunity is open. Local community leaders can also monitor the
Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Website.
 
Per Amanda Pankau, Director of Energy and Community Resiliency, the
Energy Transition Community Grant Program was created by Illinois’ Climate
and Equitable Jobs Act and the funding is from Illinois ratepayers. 
 
More information can be obtained by contacting Amanda Pankau - Director of
Energy and Community Resiliency at Prairie Rivers Network. 

DCEO Grant Opportunities
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Grant Tip!

Document, document, document! If
you ever have line breaks, boil
orders, citizen complaints, discolored
water, low flow, etc. document that
information. Documentation can be
the difference between a successful
and an unsuccessful grant
application. If you see a problem,
take a photo and save it for future
grant applications. This advice can
also apply to roads, sewers,
sidewalks, buildings, etc. Grant
agencies what to see what the
problem is, where it is happening,
and how long it has been an issue.





 



Small Business Development Center

Michelle Brooks with SBDC will be at GWRPC the 4th Wednesday of the month
from 1:00-4:00pm. SBDC offers free business advice for entrepreneurs. She
serves Crawford, Edwards, Lawrence, Richland, Wabash, and Wayne counties.
Contact her at 618-562-3744 or brooksm1@iecc.edu

IECC SBDC

Lori Cox, Director of the Workforce and Illinois Small Business Development
Center, serves White County. Contact her at 618-252-5400 ext. 2300 or

https://iecc.edu/sbdc


lori.cox@sic.edu

SIC SBDC

Notice!

Check your GATA accounts to make sure ICQ's are completed!
The GWRPC office is open Monday through Friday, 7:00 to 4:30!
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