NEWSLETTER

GWRPC

The Commission serves the Greater Wabash District by providing

local, regional, and comprehensive planning; facilitating knowledge

enhancement; securing and administering funds; and promoting
cooperative solutions to regional issues.

Revolving Loan Fund

Looking to open a business? GWRPC provides low interest loans to area
businesses to create or retain private sector jobs. Loans can be between
$10,000 and $300,000, with one job created per every $30,000 in loan funds. If
you are interested in applying, contact Angela Peyton.
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Wanting to apply for a grant? Here are some tips!

1. Applications take time.... Prepare in advance

2. Make sure your SAM and GATA accounts are up-to-date.

3. Some grants require ordinances and policies, so be ready to put them in
place.

4. Choose projects that are consistent with local plans.

5. Do your research! Know your utility rates, assets, or anything that may
apply to the grant you are pursuing.

Ameren Early Completion Bonus

Ameren is excited to announce the EARLY COMPLETION BONUS for
Business Program energy efficiency projects finished in Program Year 2025.
With this bonus, your facility can still receive up to 15% more incentive
dollars to use toward your energy efficiency projects.

How to Apply: Complete an energy efficiency project at your facility in 2025 and
receive incentive dollars. Submit applications to the Ameren lllinois Energy
Efficiency Program, the bonus will be calculated automatically without the need
for any additional paperwork.

For 15% Bonus Amount Complete by March 31, 2025
For 10% Bonus Amount Complete By June 30,2025
For 5% Bonus Amount Complete By Sept. 30, 2025



For more information: AmerenlllinoisSavings.com/ECB
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lllinois Environmental Protection Agency
1021 North Grand Avenue East, P.O. Box 19276
Springfield, lllinois 62794-9276

Phone: 217/782-3397
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Kim Biggs
Movember 7, 2024 217-558-1536
Kim.Biggs@illinois.gov

Additional Funding Available for Residential Sharps Collection Program
5400,000 Available for Local Government Collection and Disposal

SPRINGFIELD —Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (lllinois EPA) Acting Director James
Jennings today announced an additional 400,000 in funding available to units of local
government to conduct collection and disposal of household sharps for their residents, With
this funding, Illinois EPA has made 51 million available to units of local government for this
program in calendar year 2024, Sharps, including needles, syringes, and lancets, collected from
private citizens are a household waste. Through the grant program, lllinois EPA provides
funding for grantees to operate a sharps collection station, as defined in Section 3.458 of the
llinois Environmental Protection Act, and disposal of the collected sharps as Potentially
Infectious Medical Waste (FIMW) rather than comingled with other househaold items.

“We are encouraged by the number of units of local governments that have already applied or
shown significant interest in this program,” said Acting Director Jennings. “Through this
program, we are able to provide them with the necessary funding to offer a free option to
dispose of medical sharps that protects residents and waste haulers from potentially serious
illness or injury from mishandled needles.”

In March of 2024, lllincis EPA issued a NOFO in the amount of $600,000 for this new program
and has already received and approved applications that will expend those funds. The
additional funding will allow more units of local governments to establish collection programs
in their communities. This funding opportunity will also cover costs for advertising sharps
collection stations and costs for educational materials focused on proper disposal of sharps.

Grant funding of up to 535,000 per applicant is available to cover expenses incurred in
collecting, storing, and disposing of used sharps. Eligible expenses include costs to obtain
collection containers for use by individual residents, collection receptacles to store sharps at
the sharps collection station, mobilization fees assessed by a permitted PIMW transporter to
pick-up collected sharps, and disposal fees for the collected sharps. All required forms and
information can be found at: https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/waste-management,/ waste-
disposal/medication-disposal/sharps/residential-sharps-collection-program.html.

Applications for the Residential Sharps Collection Program will be accepted until funding is
expended or June 30, 2025, Applicants must be pre-qualified through the Grant Accountability
and Transparency Act (GATA) Grantee Portal.
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Camera Reimbursement Grant

lllinois Law Enforcement Training
and Standards Board is offering
grants to reimburse law enforcement
agencies for previously purchased


https://amerenillinoissavings.com/business/ecb/

body and in-car cameras. Please
contact Taegan Garner for more
information or see the link below.

ILETSB Grants

FEMA Hazard Mitigation Planning

Hazard Mitigation County Links
(Crawford, Edwards, Lawrence, Wabash, and Wayne)

Crawford: https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/hazard-mit-plans-crawford.aspx

Edwards: https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/hazard-mit-plans-edwards.aspx

Lawrence: https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/hazard-mit-plans-lawrence.aspx

Wabash: https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/hazard-mit-plans-wabash.aspx

Wayne: https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/hazard-mit-plans-wayne.aspx

USDA

USDA Contacts

Former Area Coordinator, Abby Bacon, has transitioned to Business Programs
Specialist, and will review USDA Business Programs for the entire state. The
new Area Coordinator for Lawrence, Edwards, Wabash, Wayne, and Richland
Counties is listed below.

Area Coordinators for the Greater Wabash Region

o Kelly Dauby (kelly.dauby @ usda.gov )- White County

e Brittney Lanham (brittney.lanham @ usda.gov)- Lawrence, Edwards,
Wabash, Wayne, and Richland Counties

e Sheila Maxey (sheila.maxey @usda.gov) - Crawford County

Department of Commerce and Economic

Opportunity

Community Development Block Grants
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CDBG Project Requirements

1. Meet Low or Moderate Income Requirements

2. Document a threat to health or safety

3. Have the proper permits. To have the proper permits, an engineer must be
hired, surveys must be completed, and permits must be submitted and
received.

In order to submit a CDBG application, the applicant must meet these criteria.
In previous years, applications not including proper permits would lose points
but could still be selected for awards; earlier this year, however, lllinois DCEO
announced any application without proper permits moving forward will be
thrown out and deemed Do Not Fund. Additionally, DCEO has stated any audit-
related FEIN Lock between the grant application and grant award will cause an
automatic loss of an awarded CDBG project. Municipalities are strongly
encouraged to be in contact with their auditors to ensure audits are completed
locally and on GATA in a timely manner.

We recommend planning for applications a year in advance to be sure they can
be completed and submitted on time. Contact Jeff Vaughan with questions
about starting a CDBG application for the coming year!

lllinois DCEO Grant Opportunities

Small Business Capital and Infrastructure Grant Program

DCEO is accepting applications for the Small Business Capital and
Infrastructure Grant Program. To apply, the business must be owned by
Socially Economically Disadvantaged Individuals (SEDI) with a maximum of 25
full-time permanent employees or be considered a Very Small Business with
fewer than 10 employees. See the link below for more information!

DCEO SBCIGP

Energy Transition Grant

The 2025 Energy Transition Community Grant Program is expected to open in

Quarter One 2025. Prairie Rivers Network will notify community leaders when
the grant opportunity is open. Local community leaders can also monitor the
Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Website.

Per Amanda Pankau, Director of Energy and Community Resiliency, the
Energy Transition Community Grant Program was created by lllinois’ Climate
and Equitable Jobs Act and the funding is from lllinois ratepayers.

More information can be obtained by contacting Amanda Pankau - Director of
Energy and Community Resiliency at Prairie Rivers Network.

DCEO Grant Opportunities
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Grant Tip!

Document, document, document! If

you ever have line breaks, boil $ \
orders, citizen complaints, discolored o
water, low flow, etc. document that \’b
information. Documentation can be 0(

the difference between a successful Q

and an unsuccessful grant \&

application. If you see a problem,

take a photo and save it for future

grant applications. This advice can

also apply to roads, sewers,

sidewalks, buildings, etc. Grant

agencies what to see what the

problem is, where it is happening,
and how long it has been an issue.
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PROJECTS

CDBG
* GRAYVILLE WATERLINE REPLACEMENT
« CRAWFORD COUNTY SEWER TREATMENT PLANT
« OLNEY SANITARY SEWER RELINING
« GEFF WATER SYSTEMS IMPROVEMENT
« NOBLE SEWER TREATMENT PLANT
REBUILD ILLINOIS
« OLNEY STORM SEWER

FEMA
« MULTIJURISDICTIONAL HAZARD MITIGATION
PLAN

ENERGY TRANSITION
« WHITE COUNTY

PARC
« CROSSVILLE

LSLI
« BURNT PRAIRIE



< UPCOMING-

DRA (WHITE COUNTY ONLY)
« STRATEGIC PLANNING PROGRAM

EDA PUBLIC WORKS
«ECONOMIC ADJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
«ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

ILETSB
« CAMERA REIMBURSEMENT

DCEO
« SMALL BUSINESS CAPITAL AND INFRASTRUCTURE
GRANT PROGRAM
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Wayne Co Chamber-Wabash Co Chamber-Albion Area Chamber-
Richland Co Chamber-Carmi Chamber-Lawrence Co Chamber-Flora Chamber

WHAT TO EXPECT... Arrival and Check-In 9:00 - 9:30 am
Grab and Go Breakfast

Conference

Check out stations-Network
Chamber Director’s Intro
Speaker
Chamber Activity
Speaker
Station Demonstrations

Lunch
Catered Meal served at venue
COST... Registration $50.00/person

This is non-refundable. We accept check or card
checks to: Wayne County Chamber 121 E Main St., Fairfield, Il 62837

DEADLINE: MARCH 28, 2025

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES...

Please call Libby LIingafelter at (618) 842-6116
or email chamber@fairfieldiLcitygov.us

EMPOWER--NETWORK--INSPIRE
g ﬁ/wﬁwmjf o ppv 7:;07}50%

Small Business Development Center

Michelle Brooks with SBDC will be at GWRPC the 4th Wednesday of the month
from 1:00-4:00pm. SBDC offers free business advice for entrepreneurs. She
serves Crawford, Edwards, Lawrence, Richland, Wabash, and Wayne counties.
Contact her at 618-562-3744 or brooksm1 @iecc.edu

IECC SBDC

Lori Cox, Director of the Workforce and lllinois Small Business Development
Center, serves White County. Contact her at 618-252-5400 ext. 2300 or


https://iecc.edu/sbdc

lori.cox@sic.edu

SIC SBDC
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brooksm1 @iecc.edu Michelle Brooks, 618-562-3744.
AT ILLINCHS EASTERN COMMUNITY COLLEGES 818-562-3744 320 East Morth Avenue, Noble IL.,
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Notice!

e Check your GATA accounts to make sure ICQ's are completed!
e The GWRPC office is open Monday through Friday, 7:00 to 4:30!

f Share This Email X Share This Email in Share This Email
@00O

Greater Wabash Regional Planning Commission | Contact Us

GWRPC | 10 W. Main St. P.O. Box 209 | Albion, IL 62806 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice
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