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Wanting to apply for a grant? Here are some tips!

1. Applications take time.... Prepare in advance

2. Make sure your SAM and GATA accounts are up-to-date.

3. Some grants require ordinances and policies, so be ready to put them in
place.

4. Choose projects that are consistent with local plans.

5. Do your research! Know your utility rates, assets, or anything that may
apply to the grant you are pursuing.

Revolving Loan Fund

Looking to open a business? GWRPC provides low interest loans to area
businesses to create or retain private sector jobs. Loans can be between
$10,000 and $300,000, with one job created per every $30,000 in loan funds.

Hazard Mitigation Planning

Crawford, Edwards, Lawrence, Wabash and Wayne Counties are currently
undergoing updates to their county hazard mitigation plans. We are currently
seeking input and feedback from the following sectors; Public Health &
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Housing, Small Business Economic Development, and Stormwater
Management, Utilities and Transportation. If you work in any of these sectors,
we encourage you to please fill a survey out.

Hazard Mitigation Surveys

Public Health & Housing: https://arcg.is/89rDT

Small Business Economic Development: hitps://arcg.is/05L0H40

Stormwater Management, Ultilities and Transportation: hitps://arcg.is/1yLPSz1

Final Public Hazard Mitigation Meetings
(Crawford, Edwards, Lawrence, Wabash, and Wayne)

lllinois State Water Survey and Greater Wabash Regional Planning
Commission will be having their final public meetings on during the months of
October, November, and December. The purpose of these meetings is to
review the draft of the hazard mitigation plans for each county and provide
opportunities for public input. The draft plan will be made available online in
October. Open comment period will run for a minimum through the end of 2024.

Please join us at any of the virtual meetings listed on the website for your
county to provide input on the hazard mitigation draft plan. A tutorial video for
how to comment on the plans is available on the website.

Please Note: All the virtual meetings will present the same information.

Crawford: https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/hazard-mit-plans-crawford.aspx

Edwards: https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/hazard-mit-plans-edwards.aspx

Lawrence: https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/hazard-mit-plans-lawrence.aspx

Wabash: https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/hazard-mit-plans-wabash.aspx

Wayne: https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/hazard-mit-plans-wayne.aspx
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USDA Rural Development
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e el Together, America Prospers

STAKEHOLDER ANNOUNCEMENT
USDA Seeks Applications to Create and Save Jobs in Rural Areas

WASHINGTON, Aug. 23, 2024 — The United States Department of Agriculiure (USDA) is accepling

applications for funding that will help rural businesses create and save jobs in their communities.

USDA is making loans and grants available under the Rural Economic Development Loan and Grant (REDLG)
programs for Nscal year 2025, Through the programs, USDA provides zero-interest loans to local utilities which
they then provide to local businesses for projects to create and retain employment in rural areas. Through the
REDLG programs, USDA also provides grants to local utility organizations, which use the funding to establish
revolving loan funds to finance community facilities.
Applicants may use funds to support business startup, expansion and incubators; technical assistance and
feasibility studies; essential community facilities: and advanced telecommunications services and computer
networks for medical, educational and job training opportunitics.
USDA is particularly interested in applications that will advance Biden-Harris Administration priorities to:
#  Reduce climate pollution and increase resilience to the impacts of climate change through economic
support to rural communities,
# Ensure all rural residents have equitable access to Rural Development (RD) programs and benefits from
RD-funded projects.
s Help rural communities recover cconomically through more and better market opportunities and through

improved infrastruciure.
USDA anticipates awarding approximately 550 million in fiscal year 2025, with the largest loans being $2
million and the largest grants being 300,000,

Applications must be submitted to the USDA Rural Development State Office where the project is located no
later than 4:30 p.m. local time on the following dates:

+ First Quarter: Sep. 30, 2024,

o Second Quarter: Dec. 31, 2024,
¢ Third Quarter: Mar, 31, 2025,
¢  Fourth Quarter: Jun. 30, 2025,

Interested applicants should contact their local USDA Rural Development State Office with any questions.

Additional information is available on page 68132 of the Aug, 23, 2024, Federal Register,
To subscribe to USDA Rural Development updates, visit GovDelivery subscriber page,
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USDA Contacts

Mike McKee (michael.mckee @usda.gov)- White County

Abby Bacon (abby.bacon@usda.gov) - Lawrence, Edwards, Wabash, Wayne,
and Richland Counties

Sheila Maxey (sheila.maxey @usda.gov) - Crawford County

Workforce in the Greater Wabash Region




lllinois businesses are hiring. And they are looking for workers on
lllinoisjoblink.com The state’s hiring board features more than 100,000 help-
wanted ads. Job seekers can build multiple resumes to emphasize different
skills and experiences. Business owners can use keyword matching technology
to search resumes and find the best candidate. lllinoisjoblink.com is free for
workers and employers. It compares favorably to private efforts that cost
hundreds of dollars. No-cost HR recruitment services are available at the
website.

The One-Stop Center/lllinois WorkNet offices are designed to provide a full
range of assistance to job seekers under one roof. The One-Stop Center and
lllinois WorkNet Satellite offices offer training referrals, career counseling, job
listings, and similar employment-related services.

LWIA 26 LWIA 23

Southeastern lllinois College Olney Central College

Larry Harrelson-IDES 305 N West Street Room 208A
1700 College Ave Olney, IL 62450

Carmi, IL 62821 (618) 392-7777
618-382-8869

LWIA 23 LWIA 23

lllinois WorkNet lllinois WorkNet

700 State Street 102 W Main Street
Lawrenceville IL 62439 Robinson IL 62454

(618) 943-4442 (618) 544-3858



http://www.illinoisjoblink.com/
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a IECC’s SBDC
AT ILLINCHE EASTERN COMMUNITY COLLEQES

2024 EMPLOYER
WORKSHOP

Don't miss our hands-on business
workshop—perfect for entrepreneurs
and professionals alike!

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN
Upcoming Legal HR Issues on the @
Horizon for 2025
Brian Wacker of the Cook Group Law
Firm
Updates from lllinois Secure &
Choice

lllinois Dept. of Employment Security @
Cyber securityandyou @

HR Panel Experts- speaking
on today’'s workforce issues

17 OCTOBER 2024
www.iecc.edu/sbdc 08.30 AM -4.00 PM

618.393.3554 Lunch is provided
REGISTER NOW! $15.00 FEE
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BUSIMESS & IMDUSTRY

Community Development Block Grants

CDBG Project Requirements

1. Meet Low or Moderate Income Requirements




2. Document a threat to health or safety

3. Have the proper permits. To have the proper permits, an engineer must be
hired, surveys must be completed, and permits must be submitted and
received.

In order to submit a CDBG application, the applicant must meet these criteria.
In previous years, applications not including proper permits would lose points
but could still be selected for awards; earlier this year, however, lllinois DCEO
announced any application without proper permits moving forward will be
thrown out and deemed Do Not Fund. Additionally, DCEO has stated any audit-
related FEIN Lock between the grant application and grant award will cause an
automatic loss of an awarded CDBG project. Municipalities are strongly
encouraged to be in contact with their auditors to ensure audits are completed
locally and on GATA in a timely manner.

We recommend planning for applications a year in advance to be sure they can
be completed and submitted on time. In the most recent cycle, the Village of
Noble was awarded $829,000 for work at its sewer lagoon, and environmental
work is underway now.

Applications are due December 4th and requests must be between $300,000
and $1,000,000. Contact Jeff Vaughan with questions about starting a CDBG
application for this year!

Regional Site Readiness Programs

DCEO has announced Site Readiness Grants for both planning and capital
improvements for industrial sites 50 acres or larger. Planning grants can cover
engineering studies, infrastructure plans, and permitting. Capital grants can
include infrastructure expansion and site improvements. Applications are due



https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities.html

October 21st, and more information can be found at the links below.

CURREITT
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« Grayville Waterline Replacement
« Crawford County Sewer Treatment Plant
« Olney Sanitary Sewer Relining
« Geff Water Systems Improvement
Rebuild Illinois
« Olney Storm Sewer
FEMA
« Multijurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan
Energy Transition
« White County
PARC
 Crossville
Lead Service Line
< Burnt Prairie
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. Site Readiness
« CDBG - Public Infrastructure

lllinois Law Enforcement Training and Standards
Board

« Camera Reimbursement

« Recruitment Retention Grant

Delta Regional Authority (DRA)
. Strategic Planning Program
« Workforce Development

Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD)

lllinois is currently trying to discover where broadband access is lacking with
hopes to expand infrastructure in the near future. To do so, lllinois has released
BEAD. More information on BEAD and other broadband programs can be found
at the link below.




American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)

Reporting for Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (SLFRF), a
part of the American Rescue Plan, is due at the end of April. Entities who have
not utilized all of their ARPA funds must obligate those funds by December 31,
2024, and funds must by expended by September 30, 2026 for Surface
Transportation and Title | projects. For all other eligible uses, funds must be
expended by December 31, 2026.

Small Business Development Center

Michelle Brooks with SBDC will be at GWRPC the 4th Wednesday of the month
from 1:00-4:00pm. SBDC offers free business advice for entrepreneurs. She
serves Crawford, Edwards, Lawrence, Richland, Wabash, and Wayne counties.
Contact her at 618-562-3744 or brooksm1 @iecc.edu

Lori Cox, Director of the Workforce and lllinois Small Business Development
Center, serves White County. Contact her at 618-252-5400 ext. 2300 or
lori.cox@sic.edu

Noticel

e Check your GATA accounts to make sure ICQ's are completed!
e The GWRPC office is open Monday through Friday, 7:00 to 4:30!
e GWRPC will be closed the 14th for Columbus Day.
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