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The Commission serves the Greater Wabash District by providing

u‘t \f

local, regional, and comprehensive planning; facilitating knowledge
enhancement; securing and administering funds; and promoting
cooperative solutions to regional issues.

Revolving Loan Fund

Looking to open a business? GWRPC provides low interest loans to area
businesses to create or retain private sector jobs. Loans can be between
$10,000 and $300,000, with one job created per every $30,000 in loan funds. If
you are interested in applying, contact Angela Peyton.
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Wanting to apply for a grant? Here are some tips!

oA

1. Applications take time.... Prepare in advance
2.
3. Some grants require ordinances and policies, so be ready to put them in

Make sure your SAM and GATA accounts are up-to-date.

place.

Choose projects that are consistent with local plans.

Do your research! Know your utility rates, assets, or anything that may
apply to the grant you are pursuing.

Fire Station Construction an Rehabilitation Grant

This program provides grants for the construction or rehabilitation of fire
stations. Applicants can apply for up to $350,000, and applications are due
February 28th. See the link below for more information!

OSFM Grants and Loans

Camera Reimbursement Grant

lllinois Law Enforcement Training and
Standards Board is offering grants to


https://sfm.illinois.gov/iam/firedepartment/grants-and-loans.html

reimburse law enforcement agencies
for previously purchased body and in-
car cameras. Please contact Taegan
Garner for more information or see the
link below.

ILETSB Grants

Hazard Mitigation County Links
(Crawford, Edwards, Lawrence, Wabash, and Wayne)

Crawford: https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/hazard-mit-plans-crawford.aspx

Edwards: https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/hazard-mit-plans-edwards.aspx

Lawrence: https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/hazard-mit-plans-lawrence.aspx

Wabash: https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/hazard-mit-plans-wabash.aspx

Wayne: https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/hazard-mit-plans-wayne.aspx
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Together, America Prospers

STAKEHOLDER ANNOUNCEMENT

USDA Seeks Applications to Create and Save Jobs in Rural Areas

WASHINGTON, Aug. 23, 2024 — The United States Department of Agriculiure (USDA) is accepling
applications for funding that will help rural businesses create and save jobs in their communities.

LSDA is making loans and grants available under the Rural Economic Development Loan and Grant (REDLG)
programs for fiscal year 2025, Through the programs, USDA provides zero-interest loans 1o local utilities which
they then provide to local businesses for projects to create and retain employment in rural areas. Through the
REDLG programs, USDA also provides grants to local utility organizations, which use the funding to establish
revolving loan funds to finance community facilities.

Applicants may use funds to support business startup, expansion and incubators; technical assistance and
feasibility studies; essential community facilities: and advanced telecommunications services and computer
networks for medical, educational and job training opportunitics.

USDA is particularly interested in applications that will advance Biden-Harris Administration priorities to:

«  Reduce climate pollution and increase resilience to the impacts of ¢limate change through economic
support to rural communities,

# Ensure all rural residents have equitable access to Rural Development (RD) programs and benefits from
RD-funded projects.

*  Help rural communities recover cconomically through more and better market opportunities and through
improved infrastruciure.

USDA anticipates awarding approximately $50 million in fiscal year 2025, with the largest loans being $2
million and the largest grants being $300,000.

Applications must be submitted to the USDA Rural Development State Office where the project is located no
later than 4:30 p.m. local time on the following dates:

First Quarter: Sep. 30, 2024,
Second Quarter: Dee. 31, 2024,
Third Quarter: Mar, 31, 2025,
Fourth Quarter: Jun. 30, 2025,

Interested applicants should contact their local USDA Rural Development State Office with any questions.

Additional information is available on page 68132 of the Aug, 23, 2024, Federal Register,
To subscribe to USDA Rural Development updates, visit GovDelivery subscriber page,
HiF
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USDA Contacts
Mike McKee (michael.mckee @usda.gov)- White County

Abby Bacon (abby.bacon@usda.gov) - Lawrence, Edwards, Wabash, Wayne,
and Richland Counties

Sheila Maxey (sheila.maxey @ usda.gov) - Crawford County



Community Development Block Grants

CDBG Project Requirements

1. Meet Low or Moderate Income Requirements

2. Document a threat to health or safety

3. Have the proper permits. To have the proper permits, an engineer must be
hired, surveys must be completed, and permits must be submitted and
received.

In order to submit a CDBG application, the applicant must meet these criteria.
In previous years, applications not including proper permits would lose points
but could still be selected for awards; earlier this year, however, lllinois DCEO
announced any application without proper permits moving forward will be
thrown out and deemed Do Not Fund. Additionally, DCEO has stated any audit-
related FEIN Lock between the grant application and grant award will cause an
automatic loss of an awarded CDBG project. Municipalities are strongly
encouraged to be in contact with their auditors to ensure audits are completed
locally and on GATA in a timely manner.

We recommend planning for applications a year in advance to be sure they can
be completed and submitted on time. Contact Jeff Vaughan with questions
about starting a CDBG application for the coming year!

lllinois DCEO Grant Opportunities

Small Business Capital and Infrastructure Grant Program

DCEQO is accepting applications for the Small Business Capital and
Infrastructure Grant Program. To apply, the business must be owned by
Socially Economically Disadvantaged Individuals (SEDI) with a maximum of 25
full-time permanent employees or be considered a Very Small Business with
fewer than 10 employees. See the link below for more information!

DCEO SBCIGP

Energy Transition Grant

The 2025 Energy Transition Community Grant Program is expected to open in
Quarter One 2025. Prairie Rivers Network will notify community leaders when
the grant opportunity is open. Local community leaders can also monitor the
Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Website.

Per Amanda Pankau, Director of Energy and Community Resiliency, the
Energy Transition Community Grant Program was created by lllinois’ Climate
and Equitable Jobs Act and the funding is from lllinois ratepayers.
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More information can be obtained by contacting Amanda Pankau - Director of
Energy and Community Resiliency at Prairie Rivers Network.

DCEO Grant Opportunities

water, low flow, etc. document that

information. Documentation can be 0(
the difference between a successful Q
and an unsuccessful grant \&
application. If you see a problem,

take a photo and save it for future

grant applications. This advice can

also apply to roads, sewers,

sidewalks, buildings, etc. Grant

agencies what to see what the

problem is, where it is happening,

and how long it has been an issue.

Grant Tip!

Document, document, document! If ,

you ever have line breaks, boil $ \
orders, citizen complaints, discolored 'bo
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CURRENT

PROIJECTS

CDBG
« GRAYVILLE WATERLINE REPLACEMENT
« CRAWFORD COUNTY SEWER TREATMENT PLANT
« OLNEY SANITARY SEWER RELINING
« GEFF WATER SYSTEMS IMPROVEMENT
+ NOBLE SEWER TREATMENT PLANT
REBUILD ILLINOIS
« OLNEY STORM SEWER
FEMA
« MULTHJURISDICTIONAL HAZARD MITIGATION
PLAN

ENERGY TRANSITION m
« WHITE COUNTY

PARC

« CROSSVILLE
LS

« BURNT PRAIRIE




UPCOMING

PROJECTS

DRA (WHITE COUNTY ONLY)
« STRATEGIC PLANNING PROGRAM
EDA PUBLIC WORKS
« ECONOMIC ADJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
« ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
ILETSB
« CAMERA REIMBURSEMENT
OFFICE OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHALL
« FIRE STATION CONSTRUCTION GRANT
DCEO

« SMALL BUSINESS CAPITAL AND ¥
INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT PROGRAM

Small Business Development Center

Michelle Brooks with SBDC will be at GWRPC the 4th Wednesday of the month
from 1:00-4:00pm. SBDC offers free business advice for entrepreneurs. She
serves Crawford, Edwards, Lawrence, Richland, Wabash, and Wayne counties.




Contact her at 618-562-3744 or brooksm1 @iecc.edu

IECC SBDC

Lori Cox, Director of the Workforce and lllinois Small Business Development
Center, serves White County. Contact her at 618-252-5400 ext. 2300 or
lori.cox@sic.edu

SIC SBDC

ILLINOIS SMALL _ How to Start
BUSINESS a Small

DEVELOPMENT
CENTER AT @ GBusi
ILLINOIS S-Sl 1 llinois

EASTERN ! _ en
COMMUNITY e A o
COLLEGES Greater Wabash

Regional Planning Funded in part through a

Business in

; . Cooperative Agreemant with the
CDI’TI!"I"IISSIDF‘I = L. 5. SBA, the llinais
. Department of Commerce &
Al len Economic Opportunity and the
‘?’ linois Eastermn Community
A M E ICA'S March 26, 2025 Collages
1 .D'Dprn EL Q.Gﬂpm Reasonable accommodations for

persons with disabilities will be
made if requested at least two

Michelle Brooks

" weeks in advance. Contact
| L LIN O I 8 brooksm1@iecc.edu Michelle Brooke, 618-562-3744.

AT ILLINCIS EASTERN COMMUNITY COLLEGES 618-562-3744 320 East Morth Avenue, Moble IL.,
B2868

Notice!

Check your GATA accounts to make sure ICQ's are completed!

The GWRPC office is open Monday through Friday, 7:00 to 4:30!
GWRPC will be closed the 17th for Presidents' Day!

The GWRPC Office will close for staff training at 1:00 February 25th and will
reopen March 3rd.
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