GWRPC

Greater Wabash Regional Planning Commission

© 10 west Main st
Albion, IL 62804

The Commission serves the Greater Wabash District by providing

local, regional, and comprehensive planning; facilitating knowledge

enhancement; securing and administering funds; and promoting
cogperative solutions to regional issues.
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CEDS MEETING DATES

Greater Wabash Regional Planning Commission
GWRPC is hosting CEDS meeting in each county to update the EDA
regional Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS).

Crawford: Tuesday, 6/3
11:00 A.M. at Robinson City Hall - Civic Center

Lawrence: Tuesday, 6/3
2:00 P.M. at Lawrenceville City Hall

Wabash: Tuesday, 6/17
10:00 A.M. at Mount Carmel City Hall

Wayne: Tuesday, 6/17

2:00 P.M. at Frontier Community College - Bob Boyles
Hall

Richland: Tuesday, 7/8
2:00 P.M. at Olney Public Library

CEDS meetings are open to any and all community members,
and no RSVP is required. If you have any questions, please call
618-445-3612 or email director@gwrpc.com.

ARPA Updates

Important Notice to Recipients of Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery
Funds

ARPA funds have to be expended by December 31, 2026. The reporting period
for the expenses will be April 1 through April 30, 2026.

Reporting login portal is here: https://portal.treasury.gov/compliance

Revolving Loan Fund



https://portal.treasury.gov/compliance

Looking to open a business? GWRPC provides low interest loans to area
businesses to create or retain private sector jobs. Loans can be between
$10,000 and $300,000, with one job created per every $30,000 in loan funds. If

you are interested in applying, contact Angela Peyton.

Wanting to apply for a grant? Here are some tips!

1.

BUSINESS
LOAN
PROGRAM

CWRPC provides low
interest loans to area
businesses to create or

retain private sector jobs,

MINIMUM/MAXIMUM
LOAN AMOUNT:
$7.500-%300,000

JOB CRITERIA:

Cne permanent private
sector job created or
ratainad for every 530,000

al laan fTunds

TERM OF LOAN:
Working capital- 5 years
Machinery/Equipment
Land/Building- 20 years

ABOUT OUR
LOANS

COLLATERAL
REQUIREMENTS
Collateral will be required in
the farm of real estate ar
machinery/egquipment. Faor
warking capital loans
callateral will be in the form
ar liens on inventory,
receivables, etc. A first
pasition lien is preferred but
re dinated
othear lender

REQUIREMENTS
The loan cannot exceed 1/

of the tot

10%: eaquity injection
start-up projects. Machinery
with clear title or other
secure assets may be used
in lieu of this requirerment

OTHER REQUIREMENTS
Loan Funds may not be usad
to substitute private

capital, Ssubmission of &
lank turndown or maximurm
amount borrowed will be

required

Applications take time.... Prepare in advance
2. Make sure your SAM and GATA accounts are up-to-date.

place.

. Choose projects that are consistent with local plans.
. Do your research! Know your utility rates, assets, or anything that may

apply to the grant you are pursuing.

Ameren Early Completion Bonus

IMELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES

* Speculative activities,
including land banking and
construction of spaculative
buildings

*Laan activities not lacated
in the Greater Wabash
region

*Loans for the purpose of

*Loans used as a substitute
for private capital

Laans which wauld create a
conflict aof interest for a
board member or employes

of GWRPC

*Refinancing of existing
debt is not allowed.

. Some grants require ordinances and policies, so be ready to put them in

Ameren is excited to announce the EARLY COMPLETION BONUS for
Business Program energy efficiency projects finished in Program Year 2025.
With this bonus, your facility can still receive up to 15% more incentive

dollars to use toward your energy efficiency projects.

How to Apply: Complete an energy efficiency project at your facility in 2025 and
receive incentive dollars. Submit applications to the Ameren lllinois Energy
Efficiency Program, the bonus will be calculated automatically without the need

for any additional paperwork.
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For 15% Bonus Amount Complete by March 31, 2025
For 10% Bonus Amount Complete By June 30,2025
For 5% Bonus Amount Complete By Sept. 30, 2025

For more information: AmerenlilinoisSavings.com/ECB

Safe Routes to School Qpﬂﬁ IO
Safe Routes to School will be opening this August! 5’ &Oo
The program will fund sidewalks and safety k. <
improvements for projects within 2 miles of a ®
school. Awards range from $25,000 to $250,000 § :
for infrastructure projects and $25,000 to $100,000

for non-infrastructure projects. Non-infrastructure ILLINOIS

includes education and programming for schools
looking to educate students on pedestrian safety.

Hazard Mitigation County Links
(Crawford, Edwards, Lawrence, Wabash, and Wayne)

Crawford: https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/hazard-mit-plans-crawford.aspx

Edwards: https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/hazard-mit-plans-edwards.aspx

Lawrence: https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/hazard-mit-plans-lawrence.aspx

Wabash: https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/hazard-mit-plans-wabash.aspx

Wayne: https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/hazard-mit-plans-wayne.aspx

USDA Contacts

Former Area Coordinator, Abby Bacon, has transitioned to Business Programs
Specialist, and will review USDA Business Programs for the entire state. The
new Area Coordinator for Lawrence, Edwards, Wabash, Wayne, and Richland
Counties is listed below.

Area Coordinators for the Greater Wabash Region

e Kelly Dauby (kelly.dauby @ usda.gov )- White County
e Brittney Lanham (brittney.lanham @ usda.gov)- Lawrence, Edwards,
Wabash, Wayne, and Richland Counties
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e Sheila Maxey (sheila.maxey @usda.gov) - Crawford County

Community Development Block Grants

CDBG Project Requirements

1. Meet Low or Moderate Income Requirements

2. Document a threat to health or safety

3. Have the proper permits. To have the proper permits, an engineer must be
hired, surveys must be completed, and permits must be submitted and
received.

In order to submit a CDBG application, the applicant must meet these criteria.
In previous years, applications not including proper permits would lose points
but could still be selected for awards; earlier this year, however, lllinois DCEO
announced any application without proper permits moving forward will be
thrown out and deemed Do Not Fund. Additionally, DCEO has stated any audit-
related FEIN Lock between the grant application and grant award will cause an
automatic loss of an awarded CDBG project. Municipalities are strongly
encouraged to be in contact with their auditors to ensure audits are completed
locally and on GATA in a timely manner.

We recommend planning for applications a year in advance to be sure they can
be completed and submitted on time. Contact Jeff Vaughan with questions
about starting a CDBG application for the coming year!

lllinois DCEO Grant Opportunities

Energy Transition Grant
The 2025 Energy Transition Community Grant Program is now open!

Per Amanda Pankau, Director of Energy and Community Resiliency, the
Energy Transition Community Grant Program was created by lllinois’ Climate
and Equitable Jobs Act and the funding is from lllinois ratepayers.

More information can be obtained by contacting Amanda Pankau - Director of
Energy and Community Resiliency at Prairie Rivers Network.

DCEO Grant Opportunities

Grant Tip!

Document, document, document! If
you ever have line breaks, boil



mailto:jeff@gwrpc.com
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities.html
https://prairierivers.org/energy-transition-community-grant-program-information-and-resources/
mailto:apankau@prairierivers.org
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/grants.html

orders, citizen complaints, discolored

water, low flow, etc. document that

information. Documentation can be

the difference between a successful $
and an unsuccessful grant

application. If you see a problem, (\’b

take a photo and save it for future o
grant applications. This advice can Q
also apply to roads, sewers, \®
sidewalks, buildings, etc. Grant

agencies what to see what the

problem is, where it is happening,
and how long it has been an issue.

Strategic Planning Program

Second-round applications are now open for DRA's 2025 Strategic
Planning Program, a funding opportunity providing communities within
DRA’s eight-state service region with the necessary resources to develop
strategies that identify gaps in infrastructure, workforce development, and
small business development and entrepreneurship.

Approximately $1.5 million was made available earlier this year to help
communities — without the capacity to strategically plan — address
unresolved issues concerning infrastructure, industry growth, workforce
pipelines and small business development. Awards range from $25,000 to
$150,000. The application deadline for the summer cycle is Friday, Aug. 1,
2025.

DRA Strategic Planning Program

Delta Regional Authority funding is only available to White County
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CURRENT
PROJECTS

CDBG
e Grayville Waterline Replacement
e Olney Sanitary Sewer Relining
e Geff Water System Improvements
e Noble Sewer Treatment Plant

Rebuild Illinois
¢ Olney Storm Sewer

FEMA
e Multi Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan

Energy Transition
e White County

PARC
e Crossville




PCOMING
PROJECTS

DRA (White County Only)
e Strategic Planning Program
e States Economic Development Assistance
Program

Illinois Department of Transportation
e Economic Development Program
e Safe Routes to School

DCEO
e Community Development Block Grant
e Energy Transition Grant

COPS y . -
» School Violence Prevention Program $ el
e COPS Hiring Program N . A

Illinois Arts Council

The lllinois Arts Council serving the people of lllinois through a variety of grants
and services, primarily geared to: support lllinois' arts sector, advance arts
education, and foster creativity and working Artists. Grant opportunities open
now and coming up include:




Creative Projects Grant (CPG) offers support to lllinois artists and non-profit
organizations for arts-related projects, events, or professional development.
Opens in July 2025.

Small Business Development Center

Michelle Brooks with SBDC will be at GWRPC the 4th Wednesday of the month
from 1:00-4:00pm. SBDC offers free business advice for entrepreneurs. She
serves Crawford, Edwards, Lawrence, Richland, Wabash, and Wayne counties.
Contact her at 618-562-3744 or brooksm1 @iecc.edu

IECC SBDC

Lori Cox, Director of the Workforce and lllinois Small Business Development
Center, serves White County. Contact her at 618-252-5400 ext. 2300 or
lori.cox@sic.edu

SIC SBDC

Notice!

e Check your GATA accounts to make sure ICQ's are completed!

e GWRPC will be closed June 19th for Juneteenth and July 4th for 4th of
July!

e The GWRPC office is open Monday through Friday, 7:00 to 4:30!
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